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mined resistance, but Frederick was too shrewd to attack.
He decided to be economical with his resources until he
had proceeded farther south. He surrounded the city
with a reserve army commanded by Prince Dessau.
Orders for the ultimately victorious attack on Glogau
were not given until early in March.
Frederick was extremely happy. He had every
opportunity of dramatising himself, of seeing himself
as a great military figure. He wrote at once to Voltaire,
for he longed for the approval of his literary idol :
" We march every morning from seven until four in
the afternoon. Then I dine, then work; and then
receive tiresome visitors: which means that I must
look after numerous insipid details. These consist of
difficult people to be pacified; individuals who are too
temperamental must be restrained; lazy people must
be encouraged to act; and impatient men must be
calmed. I must render rapacious people more ab-
stemious; I listen to talkative men, and talk to
silent people; I must drink with those who are thirsty
and eat with those who are hungry; I must be a Jew
with Jews and a heathen with the heathens.
" These are my occupations. I would gladly ex-
change them for others if it were not for this ghost called
Fame which appears to me so often. In truth, it is a
great folly, but a folly which a man cannot forget if he
is obsessed by it."
Despite the satisfaction expressed in this letter,
Frederick was fully aware that to establish his prestige
in Europe, to vindicate his ruthless invasion in Silesia,
he must have a victorious and sensational battle to his
credit. The submissiveness of his enemy irritated him,
and he waited impatiently for the Austrian army to
assemble in Silesia,

